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New book highlights history of Iowa's federal courts 
T he Southern District oflowa 

Branch of the Historical Society 
of the United States Courts 

in the Eighth Circuit has published 
a second edition of its history of the 
district. "No One is Above the Law" 
includes profiles of the district's judges 
and stories of their interesting cases. 
The title comes from a quote from 
United States v. Lee which held the Lee 
family was entitled to compensation 
from the federal government for taking 
Arlington for a cemetery. 

This edition brings current the 
information previously provided in the 
1995 edition and includes judges which 
have been appointed since then. This 
history offederal courts in Southern 
Iowa combines the stories of the 
district's judges with the stories of their 
most significant and interesting cases. 
In the process, the book necessarily 
provides a reminder of changes in our 
society from around 1850 to the pres
ent, with the cases discussed changing 
in subject matter from slavery and rail
road expansion to draft-card burning 
and anti-war protests to employment 
discrimination and controversies over 
criminal sentencing laws and policies. 
The judges themselves change also, 
not in their integrity and commitment 
to justice but in their backgrounds, 
with one-room schools, informal study 
oflaw and military service giving 
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way to diverse career paths and early 
experience as law clerks to then-sitting 
judges. The profiles of the more recent 
judges include their thoughts on why 
they became lawyers and judges plus 
their insights into how courts have 
changed during their careers. 

The book also touches on the estab
lishment of federal courts and of the 
Southern District; 
the development of 
new judicial roles 
such as magistrate 
judge and bank
ruptcy judge; the 
expansion of court 
staff to include, for 

example, law clerks and eventually pro 
se staff attorneys; and the changing 
relationship between the court and 
court reporters. Additional sections of 
the book provide basic background on 
court "players" such as the U.S. Attor
ney's Office, the U.S. Marshals Service, 
probation and the federal public 
defender. To help preserve the record 
of the Southern District, the book 
includes lists of the names of persons 
who have held some of these positions 
at various times. Finally, the book does 
not ignore the courthouses where the 
Southern District has regularly held 
session over the years, offering a photo
graph and at least some description of 
nine different buildings in six southern 
Iowa cities. 

If you are interested in learning 
about the background of a current 
judge you may appear before in federal 
court, the book is well worth reading. 
Or if you are just interested in the 
district's history, you will enjoy reading 
the book. It is available through 
Amazon.com or on Kindle. 

Richard "Dick" Lyford is of counsel 
with Dickinson, Mackaman, Tyler 
& Hagen, PC. in.Des Moines and 
president GJf the SouthemDistrict of 
Iowa branch.of the Historical Society for 
the Courts in the Eighth Circuit. 
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