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THE ORIGINS OF W.D.MO.’S
HISTORICAL DISPLAY EXHIBITS

1991 Federal Justice in Western Missouri (1921 to 1960)

2008-9 Court en banc’s Decision to Build a Permanent Historical Display

2010-11 Judges and Lawyers:  Identify the categories and the content of the 
Exhibits.  Consider design firms.

2011-12 Retention of The Design Minds, a full service content-based exhibit 
design firm in Fairfax, Virginia.

CAVEAT ONE:  Before engaging a design firm, gather the 
photos, the documents, and develop a content for each 
exhibit; it’s a time-consuming and tedious process.

CAVEAT TWO:  Partnership between Judges and Lawyers who 
have abiding interest – and time – to see project through.

Our Exhibits – as they related to history – covered three distinct 
topics
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I.
A GENERAL HISTORICAL TIMELINE

Intended to Introduce visitors to
• Western District of Missouri
• Its Physical History
• Some of its Case History

And place it in the context of what was transpiring 
in the country and the world at a particular time.
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II.
THE DISTRICT COURT JUDGES

(FROM STATEHOOD TO CURRENT)
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THE MAGISTRATE JUDGES
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III.
OUR MOST SIGNIFICANT OR 

MEMORABLE CASES

• Six Featured Cases; Ten Others
• Court’s desire to Develop “Side Panels” on 

Related Topics or Cases
• Greenlease/Death Penalty
• Swope Park Swimming Pool/KCMSD 

Desegregation Case
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