
2019-20 Report to the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals from 
The Historical Society for the Western District of Missouri,

Howard F. Sachs Chapter

The Western District of Missouri Historical Society, Howard F. Sachs Chapter, held two programs during 
the 2019-20 reporting period.  

On September 13, 2019, the Chapter hosted an event featuring Professor Adam Winkler from UCLA Law 
School.  Professor Winkler is a specialist in American constitutional law, the Supreme Court, and gun 
policy. Professor Winkler spoke about his book We the Corporations: How American Businesses Won 
Their Civil Rights (2018), which was a finalist for the National Book Award, the National Book Critics 
Circle Award, the American Bar Association's Legal Gavel Award, the California Book Award, and 
received the Scribes Award. Uncovering the historical roots of Citizens United, Winkler discussed how 
this Supreme Court decision was the culmination of a 200-year battle over corporate personhood and 
constitutional protections for business. Winkler is also the author of Gunfight: The Battle over the Right 
to Bear Arms in America (2011), which is a timely examination of America’s centuries-long battle over 
gun control and the right to bear arms.  The event was well attended and well received.  The night 
before the presentation, the Board hosted Professor Winkler at a dinner which was attended by several 
judges, and highlighted by a cake with candles and a robust rendition  of “Happy Birthday” for our 
namesake, Judge Howard F. Sachs.

On January 17, 2020, the Chapter hosted an event featuring Professor Frank Bowman, the Floyd R. Gibson  
Endowed Professor of Law at the University of Missouri.  Professor Bowman discussed his new book, High 
Crimes and Misdemeanors: A History of Impeachment for the Age of Trump. Professor Bowman’s timely 
and well-received presentation addressed the history of impeachment, from its invention by the British 
Parliament in 1376, through its use in the American Colonies and adoption into the U.S. Constitution. He 
explained how the American Founders thought about impeachment, particularly in the case of presidents, 
and how the rare use of impeachment against federal officials since 1788 could inform the thinking about 
the impeachment of President Trump.  

Although the Chapter had two more events planned for spring and summer 2019, the COVID-19 
pandemic interceded and no further events were held. 

The Society’s current officers are:  

 President:  Jeff Simon

 Vice President:  Jim Wyrsch

 Secretary:  Angie Atkinson

 Treasurer:  Scott Hecht

The Chapter also has a number of long-term projects ongoing:

Oral History Project Mark Morris, a former, highly-regarded reporter for the Kansas City Star, who 
covered the federal court for over a decade, continues his work on the creation of new oral biographies 
for the six senior judges in the Western District. So far, he has completed those of Judges Sachs, Whipple 
and Smith and will resume work on those relating to Judges Laughrey, Gaitan and Fenner as soon as it is 
practicable. When these six biographies are complete, they will be added to six other oral biographies 



that the Chapter had commissioned to be done in the 1980s. The twelve biographies, each composed of 
a transcript and a set of documents selected by each of the judges, will constitute a significant 
compilation of both personal and professional information on the women and men who have served on 
the Court since the early 1960s.

Repository for Oral Histories Subject to the final official approval of the Court en banc, the Chapter has 
reached a tentative agreement with the State Historical Society of Missouri (SHSM) to house each of the 
twelve oral history transcripts (and their attached documents) as a part of a special collection. 
Additionally, the Society will promote this collection with a special on-line designation identifying the 
Court and its judges. In a separate but closely-related project, the Chapter will also raise funds to digitize 
each of the twelve transcripts and their attachments, thus enabling future researchers, family members, 
former clerks and the public easy access to this information on-line. Finally, SHSM has generously 
offered to make available the personal papers of each of the several judges of the Court who have 
donated such papers to the Society over the decades at its new Research Center to be opened in the 
near future on the University of Missouri Kansas City campus.

Shortly before the COVID-19 pandemic caused these projects to be suspended, the Court en banc raised 
the possibility of the Chapter providing practical suggestions to the Court to consider for preserving the 
records of judges appointed more recently who increasingly maintain their files electronically as 
opposed to by paper.  The Chapter will continue to cooperate with and support the judges as they 
decide how they would like to proceed with this effort.

As of June 30, 2020, the Society had a current bank balance of  $29,314.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeffrey J. Simon
President




