
2018-19 Report to the Historical Society of the United States Courts in the Eighth Circuit 
from The Historical Society for the Western District of Missouri,

Howard F. Sachs Chapter

The Western District of Missouri Historical Society, Howard F. Sachs Chapter, held three 
programs during the 2018-19 reporting period.

On September 28, 2018, the Society presented Don Fehr, Executive Director of the National 
Hockey League Players’ Association, who discussed the ruling issued by arbitrator Peter Seitz on 
behalf of pitchers Andy Messersmith and Dave McNally declaring that Major League Baseball 
players become “free agents” upon playing one year for their team without a contract, effectively 
nullifying baseball’s reserve clause. The arbitrator’s decision was upheld by the Honorable John 
Watkins Oliver of the United States District Court for the Western District of Missouri, and later 
upheld by the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals. The program was well received with 60 people in 
attendance.

The second event was scheduled for February 8, 2019, but had to be postponed to July 18, 2019, 
due to weather-related travel problems. In partnership with the Harry S. Truman Presidential 
Library Foundation, the Society hosted the Honorable Richard M. Gergel, of the United States 
District Court for the District of South Carolina, who presented on his new book: “Unexampled 
Courage: The Blinding of Sergeant Isaac Woodard and the Awakening of President Harry S. 
Truman and Judge J. Waties Waring.” Judge Gergel’s book tells the story of the 1946 beating 
and blinding of Sergeant Isaac Woodard, a young African American soldier returning home from 
the Pacific war. Sgt. Woodard was forced off of his bus and bludgeoned by the Batesburg, South 
Carolina Police Chief, Lynwood Shull. As a result of the beating, Sergeant Woodward was 
blinded. Judge Gergel told the story of how this incident inspired President Harry S. Truman to 
engage in the civil rights effort, including ordering the racial integration of the United States 
armed forces. Judge Gergel’s book also tells the fascinating personal and professional story of 
the Honorable J. Waties Waring of the United States District Court in Charleston, South Carolina 
who presided over the 1947 trial in which Chief Shull was exonerated by the jury. The program 
was held at the Truman Presidential Library and was a huge success with attendance of 230 
people.

The third program was on April 19, 2019 in which author J. Michael Cronan, a local lawyer, 
discussed the legal career of Senator James A. Reed of Kansas City. Mr Cronan recently 
published a biography of Senator Reed entitled: “James A. Reed: Legendary Lawyer: Marplot 
in the United States Senate.” The presentation concentrated on several of Sen. Reed’s cases in 
federal court, his support for the nomination of Louis D. Brandeis as an Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court, and his work as a member of the Supreme Court Building Commission which 
oversaw the creation of the United States Supreme Court Building. The program, held at the 
Whittaker Courthouse, was attended by 50 people and well received.

In addition to these three programs, Mark Morris, a former reporter from the Kansas City Star, 
continues to work on the oral histories of six judges from the district: Dean Whipple, Howard F. 
Sachs, Ortrie Smith, Nanette Laughrey, Fernando Gaitan, and Gary Fenner. The Society is also 
in the preliminary stages of a project to digitize the existing oral histories of Western District
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In May 2019, the Historical Society elected officers for one year terms of office. The current 
officers are:

• President: Jeff Simon
• Vice President: Jim Wyrsch
• Secretary: Angie Atkinson
• Treasurer: Scott Hecht

The Society gave a great thank you to Larry Rouse for his four years of highly effective service 
as President and his invaluable leadership.

The Society has been working on an arrangement with the Missouri State Historical Society to 
take possession of, catalog and preserve the oral histories that are currently being created by Mr. 
Morris, as well as those previously produced. The Society is also discussing with the Missouri 
State Historical Society that it be a recipient of the personal papers of the current judges of the 
Western District, should an individual judge so choose. We are working with the Missouri 
Historical Society and the Court to advance an understanding of how this would work and how 
the judges, to the extent they are interested and willing, might archive their personal papers.

As of July 31, 2019, the Society had a current bank balance of $20,643.18, of which $6,000 is 
reserved for payment to Mark Morris for producing oral histories of the six senior judges of the 
Western District of Missouri.

Jdffjtfpyj/ Simon 
President 
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