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Branch welcomed new members in 2018. Rebeccah Parks, with the clerk's office staff, and Kate Fogarty, 
the new Clerk of Court, will be actively involved in the branch activities going forward.  As Rebeccah 
and Kate join us, we remain grateful for all of the wonderful contributions and hard work by Michael 
Vicklund and former clerk of court, Rich Sletten.  The judges who have been involved in the branch 
meetings and related activities have included the Honorable Michael Davis, Honorable David Doty, 
Honorable Richard Kyle, Honorable Becky Thorson, Honorable David Schultz, Honorable Greg Kishel, 
and Honorable Robert Kressel, in addition to several attorneys and local historians.  The Branch meets on 
the first Tuesday of even numbered months.   
 
The Branch continues to record oral histories as part of its Portraits of Justice program, which dates back 
to the mid-1980s when the program was initiated in conjunction with the activities surrounding the 
celebration of the Bicentennial of the US Constitution.  At the request of the bench, the Branch has 
developed a standard set of uniform questions to use in Portraits of Justice interviews going forward.  
 
The Court has also undertaken to commission the portraits of four district judges whose service included 
some portion of the 1960s but whose portraits have not previously been painted.  These judges are the 
Honorable Gunnar Nordbye, Honorable Philip Neville, Honorable Dennis Donovan, and Honorable 
Robert Bell.   The Branch has conducted research on these past judges in order to contact their 
descendants and past associates in support of the district court's efforts to commission portraits of these 
judges.   
 
The Court hosted a program on July 9 in the Minneapolis Courthouse for the presentation of the portrait 
of Judge Nordbye, which was well attended by members of the bench and local bar, and many members 
of the Nordbye family.  This event and the court's portrait program were featured in the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune:  http://www.startribune.com/posthumous-portraits-preserve-minnesota-s-federal-court-s-
history/489391591/ 

 
Work continues on the full length histories of the court. Paul Nelson, who is writing about the judges and 
cases of the court has completed two draft chapters so far.  Steve Flanders, who is writing and compiling 
images about the places the court has sat, is also making good progress in developing a complimentary 
book that will focus more on the visual aspects of the court's presence in Minnesota.   
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