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Despite his success as a law student, racial 

discrimina on made it difficult for Theodore 

McMillian to find a posi on with any of the law 

firms in downtown St. Louis. Determined to 

prac ce law, he and African American classmate 

Alphonse Lynch established the firm of Lynch & 

McMillian. Unable to support his family on the 

meager earnings of his legal prac ce, he taught 

adult educa on classes and managed a theater 

at night. McMillian, along with law firm partner 

Lynch, won the lawsuit desegrega ng the 

Webster Groves Memorial Pool. 

 

In 1953, he was hired as Assistant Circuit 

A orney for the City of St. Louis. He made a 

name for himself as a diligent prosecutor with a 

high convic on rate, but at the same me he 

maintained a healthy respect for the civil rights 

of defendants. 

 

In 1956, he was appointed to the St. Louis City 

Circuit Court, 22nd Judicial District. He was the 

first African American judge to serve on a circuit 

court in Missouri. As a state circuit judge, he 

focused on violent crime and advocated crea ng 

a system in the juvenile courts to reform 

delinquents.  

 

In 1972, Judge McMillian was appointed to the 

Missouri Court of Appeals for the Eastern 

District, the first African American appointed to 

the state’s court of appeals. He served from 1972 

un l his appointment to the U.S. Court of 

Appeals in 1978. He con nued to build a 

reputa on for diligence and fairness, and he 

became an even stronger advocate of civil rights.  

McMillian being sworn in as a Judge on the Missouri Court of Appeals, Eastern District, 1972 

 

McMillian on the Missouri Court of Appeals, Eastern District 

 

McMillian being sworn in as a Circuit Judge for the City of St. Louis, 22nd Judicial District, by Judge Waldo C. Mayfield, March 
1956  (Photo by Buel White/St. Louis Post‐Dispatch) 

St. Louis Circuit Judge Theodore McMillian McMillian with his mother Joycie Parker at his swearing in as 
a St. Louis Circuit Judge, March 1956 


