
EARLY YEARS 

Theodore McMillian in grade school 

Theodore McMillian was born in a tenement on 

January 28, 1919, in St. Louis, Missouri, the 

oldest of ten children and the great‐grandson of 

a slave. He was inspired by his grandmother to 

work hard and get an educa on. A er only three 

and a half years at Vashon High School, he 

graduated first in his class. He a ended Stowe 

Teachers College and then Lincoln University in 

Jefferson City, the only accredited public four‐

year ins tu on open to African Americans in 

Missouri at that me. 

 

On December 8, 1941, he married Minnie Foster, 

and in 1942 he was dra ed to serve in the United 

States Army. He achieved the rank of first 

lieutenant in the Army Signal Corps. A er his 

discharge in 1946, he was admi ed to the Saint 

Louis University School of Law, where he was one 

of the first African Americans to a end and the 

second to graduate. He had dreamed of studying 

medicine, but racial quotas at medical schools 

would have forced him to wait five years to 

begin. Although law was not his first choice and 

he had to work as a janitor before and a er 

classes to support his wife and son, he excelled 

as a law student. He served as associate editor of 

the School’s first law review, the Intramural Law 

Review, graduated first in his class in 1949, and 

was the first African American to be inducted 

into Saint Louis University’s Chapter of Alpha 

Sigma Nu, a Jesuit na onal honor society. 

Saint Louis University Law School gradua ng class of 1949 
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McMillian’s senior photo in law school 


