
 

Riders of the Eighth Circuit 

 George Washington McCrary (1835-1890) 
U.S. Circuit Judge, Eighth Circuit (1879-1884) 
 
Born in Indiana. Nominated by Rutherford B. 
Hayes. In addition to being a circuit court judge, 
McCrary was a legislator and served in the executive 
branch as Secretary of War. Interested in judicial 
reform, McCrary sponsored a bill intended to correct the 
lack of speedy justice and lack of reasonable and prompt 
review. In 1884 he resigned his judgeship and served as counsel to the railroad 
industry. 
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 Samuel Freeman Miller (1816-1890)  
U.S. Supreme Court Justice, Assigned to Eighth Circuit 

 
Born in Kentucky. Nominated by Abraham Lincoln. Trained as a physician, Miller studied 
law and passed the Kentucky bar examination in 1847. Favoring emancipation of slaves, he 
freed his own and moved to Iowa rather than submit to Kentucky’s stronger position on 
slavery. Because he took a practical rather than scholarly approach to the law and served 
during the tumultuous Reconstruction period, historians have disagreed about his legacy. 
He was a pragmatic workhorse with a powerful presence who was more statesman than 
lawyer. Miller served as Circuit Justice for the same states that composed the Ninth Circuit 

from 1862 to 1866 and the Eighth Circuit from 1866 to 1890. During those 28 years, he 
wrote 616 majority opinions and 169 dissents on the Supreme Court. 
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 John Forrest Dillon (1831-1914) 
U.S. Circuit Judge, Eighth Circuit (1869-1879)  
 
Born in New York. Nominated by Ulysses S. 

Grant. Trained as a physician, he left his practice 
early on to study law. During his career as a circuit 

court judge for the Eighth Circuit (1869-1879), he 
wrote Municipal Corporations (1872) from which 

emerged the "Dillon Rule," giving power to state 
legislatures over municipalities. The "Dillon Rule" is still widely employed 
today. In 1879 Dillon resigned from the circuit court and became a highly-
regarded railroad attorney in New York. 
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 David J. Brewer (1837-1910)  
U.S. Circuit Judge, Eighth Circuit (1884-1890) 
 
Born in Turkey to American missionaries. 

Nominated by Chester A. Arthur. After five 
years as a circuit court judge, Brewer was 

nominated to the U.S. Supreme Court by President 
Harrison, where he served for twenty years. He was a 

preeminent judicial conservative and a staunch supporter 
of judicial review. He was also an advocate for the fair treatment of minorities 
and women. 
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During his service as Eighth Circuit Justice, Samuel F. Miller 
exhausted himself riding a circuit that was growing in size and 
caseload. The following excerpt from Jeffrey Morris’ Establishing 
Justice in Middle America conveys his plight: 
 

...Samuel F. Miller rode circuit in the spring and summer, 
generally convening half of the circuit courts. In 1877, for 
example, Miller embarked on his circuit on May 6. He 
held a term in Des Moines during the last two weeks of 
May, at Leavenworth and St. Paul for ten days each in 
June, and in Denver from July 3 to 15. The work could be 
fatiguing for a sixty-year-old man. Miller wrote in 1879 
that, after sitting for six weeks in very hot weather, 
hearing “heavy mining and railroad cases in which every 
move of the court involved millions of dollars, and the 
personal feelings of clients invaded the court room too 
visibly in the ill concealed temper of their lawyers,” he 
had developed “a shaky hand, an interrupted pulse, and 
strong evidences of heart trouble,” and was “coming very 
near [to] breaking down.” 

 
EIGHTH CIRCUIT SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 

 
    1862-1890 Samuel F. Miller 

 
 

U.S. CIRCUIT JUDGES FOR THE EIGHTH CIRCUIT, 1869-1891 
 

    1869-1879 John Forrest Dillon 
    1879-1884 George Washington McCrary 
    1884-1890 David J. Brewer 
    1890-1891 Henry Clay Caldwell 
 
 

 Henry Clay Caldwell (1832-1915) 
U.S. Circuit Judge, Eighth Circuit (1890-1903)  
 
Born in Virginia. Nominated by Abraham Lincoln to 
U.S. District Courts for Eastern and Western Arkansas 
in 1864. Nominated to U.S. Circuit Courts for the 
Eighth Circuit by Benjamin Harrison in 1890, and 
reassigned to U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit in 
1891. During his service he was considered for the Supreme Court 
by three presidents. He was a supporter of women's suffrage and individual 
property rights for married women. Earning respect and popularity in the North 
and the South, Caldwell was mentioned as a possible presidential candidate in 
both the Democratic and the Republican parties. 
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