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Independent judges protect our rights every day, but
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| Bruton v.

United States

1. Who was the defendant
in this case?

2. Why do you think the
confession could not be
used against Bruton in

the first place?

3. Why do you think the
Supreme Court decided
to hear the case?

4. What part of the
Constitution was involved?

5. fyou were a Supreme
Court Justice, would you let
Bruton have a new trial?

6. How did this decision
uphold the rulg of law?

George Bruton and William Evans were accused of
robbing a post office in St. Louis. A postal inspector
claimed to hear Evans confess thar Bruton and he
commirted the crime. Neither Bruton nor Evans
testified in courr. The judge allowed the inspector
to restify, but rold the jury only to consider it as
evidence against Evans, not Bruton. The jury

found both men guiley.

Even though the judge instructed the jury not

to consider the confession as evidence against

Bruton, he felt it may have affected their decision.

Bruton appealed his case and it went all che way o
to the Supreme Courr. :

Answer the questions
to the left regarding this real

Supreme Court Casel
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